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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ACLM, GR, US 

SUBJECT: SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMS ARISING FROM ACTS OR OMIS- 
SIONS OF GREEK NATIONAL EMPLOYEES OF US FORCES 

1 . DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN ADVISED BY USAF THAT LONGSTANDING 
DISPUTE WITH GOG OVER APPLICABILITY OF PARA 5, ARTICLE VIII. 
NATO SOFA TO CLAIMS ARISING FROM ACTS AND OMISSIONS OF 
GREEK NATIONAL EMPLOYEES OF U.S. FORCES REMAINS UNSETTLED. 
THIS MATTER WAS SUBJECT OF STATE A-9210, SEPT 12. 1972, 

TO WHICH EMBASSY SHOULD REFER FOR COMPLETE EXPLANATION OF 
PROBLEM. BRIEFLY STATED, GOG HAS MAINTAINED THAT SUCH 
CLAIMS ARE NOT COVERED BY PARA 5, ARTICLE VIII BECAUSE 
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GREEK NATIONAL EMPLOYEES ARE NOT MEMBERS OF THE CIVILIAN 
COMPONENT, WHEREAS USG AND ALL OTHER MEMBERS OF NATO CON- 
SIDER SUCH CLAIMS PAYABLE UNDER PARA 5 AS CLAIMS FOR WHICH 
A FORCE IS OTHERWISE "LEGALLY RESPONSIBLE". 

2. AS WE UNDERSTAND SITUATION, PROBLEM WAS THOUGHT TO 
BE RESOLVED WHEN, AFTER TRANSMITTAL BY EMBASSY TO GOG OF 
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AIDE MEMOIRE DATED JULY 30, 1973, TACIT UNDERSTANDING WAS 
REACHED THAT CLAIMS WOULD BE PAID BY GREEK RECEIVING STATE 
OFFICE IF NATIONALITY OF EMPLOYEE WAS NOT REFERRED TO IN 
CLAIMS PAPERS. ALTHOUGH SEVERAL CLAIMS WERE PAID BY GOG 
ON THIS BASIS, GOG SINCE EARLY 1974 HAS REVERTED TO ITS 

EARLIER POSITION AND REFUSED TO PAY CLAIMS GENERATED BY 
LOCAL EMPLOYEES UNDER PARA 5 OF ARTICLE VIII. 

3. AS A RESULT OF GOG POSITION, ABOUT FOURTEEN CLAIMS IN- 
VOLVING GREEK DRIVERS OF US FORCES VEHICLES REMAIN UN- 
SETTLED. FAILURE TO PAY THESE CLAIMS CAUSES PERSONAL 
HARDSHIP TO BOTH CLAIMANT AND GREEK EMPLOYEE, AS WELL AS 
LABOR PROBLEMS FOR US FORCES. FOR REASONS SET FORTH IN 
1972 AIRGRAM, WE CONSIDER GOG POSITION TO BE BOTH INCOR 
RECT AND TOTALLY UNREASONABLE AND EVERY EFFORT MUST BE 
MADE TO REVERSE IT. WHILE THIS ISSUE IS NOT DIRECTLY 
RELATED TO THE NEW DCA AND BILATERAL SOFA, INVOLVING 
INSTEAD AN INTERPRETATION OF NATO SOFA, IT WOULD BE 
PREFERABLE TO CLEAR IT UP BEFORE CONCLUSION OF THE NEW 
AGREEMENTS. WE WOULD THEREFORE PREFER YOUR RAISING THE 
MATTER WITH THE GOG DURING THE CURRENT PAUSE IN THE DCA 
NEGOTIATIONS. THIS WOULD FURTHER INDICATE ITS INDEPENDENCE 
FROM THOSE TALKS AND PROVIDE THE OPPORTUNITY TO RESOLVE 
THE ISSUE BEFORE THE NEGOTIATIONS RESUME. 

ROBINSON 
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